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On Jan. 9, the Nicaraguan National Assembly voted in a new executive board and re-elected Luis
Humberto Guzman president of the congress. The new legislative lineup reflects the dominance
of the moderate "reformist" faction of the Frente Sandinista de Liberacion Nacional (FSLN),
which split off from the more orthodox Sandinistas last September over a series of controversial
constitutional reforms (see NotiSur, 09/09/94). Final ratification of these reforms by the new
legislature is now almost guaranteed. After several hours of heated debate, 48 of the 91 members
voting in the National Assembly on Jan 9 re-elected Luis Humberto Guzman of the Union
Democrata Cristiana (UDC) as Assembly president. Guzman's election was supported by himself
and 30 moderate FSLN deputies, 12 deputies from the Union Nacional Opositora (UNO), and five
UDC deputies.
Guzman's opponent, Miriam Arguello of one of the factions of the Partido Conservador, garnered
40 votes, including support from the nine "orthodox" Sandinista deputies, a group of Conservative
deputies, and several UNO dissidents. The vote ran clearly along the lines dividing the two currents
of the Sandinistas: the "reformist" Sandinista deputies now referred to as the Movimiento de
Renovacion Sandinista (MRS) and the hard-line "orthodox" group led by former president Daniel
Ortega. Ortega, who is still in Cuba recuperating from a heart attack, was the only deputy not
present during the vote, in which three deputies abstained. Elected to the National Assembly's
executive board for the 1995 term were Sandinista deputy Reynaldo Antonio Tefel as first
vice president, UNO deputy Nicolas Bolanos as second vice president, and Sandinista Doris
Tijerino as third vice president. Other directorate members are Julia Mena of the Partido Liberal
Constitucionalista (PLC), Sandinista deputy Ray Hooker, and UNO deputy Luis Sanchez.
The three moderate Sandinistas were allegedly elected to the board in exchange for the moderate
faction's support of Guzman. The moderates' success has left the orthodox faction of the Sandinista
party and the Grupo de Centro, which is aligned with the executive, with no representation on the
new congressional directorate. The congressional elections also clear the way for the ratification
of the constitutional reforms, promoted by the Sandinista moderates and approved by the last
congress, over the objection of the executive and the orthodox Sandinista faction. The most
controversial of these reforms reduces the power of the president in certain fiscal matters, prohibits
successive presidential reelection, and bans the presidential candidacy of close relatives of the
president.
Other reforms guarantee property rights and end the military draft. Since Nicaraguan law
requires that constitutional reforms be approved in two legislative sessions, a final ratification
vote will take place during this session. According to newly elected executive board member Luis
Sanchez, the board elections were close and hard fought. The adversaries of those supporting the
constitutional amendments "were few but very powerful, capable of moving many resources to
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pressure and intimidate their foes," said Sanchez. Guzman, who last year led the Assembly through
the initial reform of almost a third of the articles in the Constitution, called his re-election a solid
"affirmation by the majority of the National Assembly to advance approval of the constitutional
reforms." (Sources: Agencia Centroamericana de Noticias-Spanish news service EFE, Inter Press
Service, Notimex, Reuters, 01/09/95; Agence France- Presse, 01/08-10/95)
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